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Shortage of rain in the UK:

Met Office figures confirm downward trend
Need to harvest as much rain as possible
New figures for rainfall round the United Kingdom released by the Met Office show a marked decrease in rain falling in all areas of the country. 20% less rain fell across the UK in 2010 than in 2006, just four years ago. This means that the water aquifers available to the water companies can provide even less water than before. Water “stress” now becomes even more dramatic… we are running out.

Happily, the Building Regs and the Code for Sustainable Homes mean that developers of new buildings of any type must show how they are going to reduce the amount of mains water used by the occupants. The most obvious and practical way is for the collection of rainwater off the roof for non-potable use like flushing toilets, washing clothes and outdoors. Such usage cuts in half the amount of mains water use and the vast majority of buildings in the UK (but less in the case of apartment blocks) have a roof big enough to provide the amount of rainwater needed to reduce the use of mains water by half. Tank size calculators, based on the British Standard BS 8515 and the Code, are available from major suppliers of equipment for use by home owners, contractors, architects and developers, for example at http://www.rainwaterharvesting.co.uk/calculator.php 
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Further statistical detail given on the next page.
22 March 2011
	UK Rainfall (source Met Office)
	
	Historical data for comparison
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Annual rainfall in centimetres
	2010
	
	2006
	2008
	2009
	2010

	
	UK
	94
	
	118
	130
	121
	94

	
	England
	72
	
	85
	98
	88
	72

	
	Wales
	112
	
	142
	166
	149
	112

	
	Scotland
	123
	
	165
	172
	169
	123

	
	N Ireland
	105
	
	116
	127
	126
	105

	
	England & Wales
	78
	
	93
	108
	96
	78

	
	England N
	82
	
	102
	117
	101
	82

	
	England S
	67
	
	76
	88
	81
	67

	
	Scotland N
	126
	
	182
	185
	177
	126

	
	Scotland E
	108
	
	117
	131
	131
	108

	
	Scotland W
	135
	
	194
	198
	199
	135

	
	England E & NE
	73
	
	79
	95
	80
	73

	
	England NW & Wales N
	102
	
	140
	155
	136
	102

	
	Midlands
	64
	
	80
	94
	78
	64

	
	East Anglia
	58
	
	63
	68
	60
	58

	
	England SW & Wales S
	135
	
	113
	169
	162
	135

	
	England SE & central S
	68
	
	79
	85
	82
	68


Note to editors: about Rainwater Harvesting Ltd.

Cut your mains water usage in half by using water off your own roof for washing clothes, flushing toilets, watering the garden and washing the car. We’re the company that lists the price of every item, which puts sensible kits together, which keeps a large stock for immediate delivery and which gives email and phone support before and after the sale. 

RainWaterHarvesting.co.uk is a family owned company based at one of Britain’s largest stock and fulfilment centres in the UK, in Peterborough, and we have offices in the Manchester and London areas. Our business succeeds by selling the equipment you want at the lowest possible prices and delivering then to you in the shortest possible time. We stock rainwater harvesting systems, filters, pumps, rainwater tanks, flood crates and rainwater management systems including the exclusive Rain Director®.

www.RainWaterHarvesting.co.uk

Tanks, pumps, filters, kits and expertise.

Call 0800 074 7234, email sales@rainwaterharvesting.co.uk  or browse the site for choices, prices, tank size calculator and information pack. 

RainWater Harvesting Limited, Unit A, Harrier Park, Southgate Way, Orton Southgate, Peterborough PE2 6YQ, United Kingdom  -  Phone +44 (0)1733 405100  -  Fax +44 (0)1733 230996

Email info@RainWaterHarvesting.co.uk  -  web site www.RainWaterHarvesting.co.uk
Registered office: Rutland House, Minerva Business Park, Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6PZ
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